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KY-150-1   STREETSCAPE, ROSSMORE APARTMENT HOUSE IN CENTER 

KY-150-2   EAST FRONT 

KY-150-3   EAST FRONT, TOP FOUR FLOORS 

KY-150-4   EAST FRONT, BOTTOM THREE FLOORS 

Note:  Please see field records for additional data. 



HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDING SURVEY 

ROSSMORE  APARTMENT HOUSE   tBerkeley Hotel) HABS No.  KY-150 

Location 

Present  Owner: 

Present Use: 

Significance: 

664 South  Fourth Avenue,   Louisville,   Jefferson 
County,  Kentucky 

USGS:   Louisville West  Qua^i.rant:,.   Universal 
Transverse Mercator Cordinates:   16.608640.4233700 

Urban Renewal  Agency  of   the  Louisville  Community 
Development   Cabinet,   727  West Main Street 
Louisville,   Kentucky  40202,   March,   1983 

Vacant 

The Rossmore Apartment House was Louisville's first 
modern apartment building. The structure shows clear 
evidence of the influence of the Chicago School Style 
of  the late nineteenth century, of which few examples 
remain in Louisville. 

PART I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

A.   Physical History: 

Date of erection: The south, three bays were begun in 1893 
and completed in 1894.  The north, two bays and'facade were 
M n ^^^^^>'/°^Pi-ted by 1899. ("Rossmore", Evening Post and 
McDonald and Sheblessey Catalog).  ^-^^^^ ^'^^ 

anf SH'M ' ^^""f^ McDonald (1899 addition, source, McDonald 
|Hd^ll§Me^p^^a^ was a regionally prominent a^^hli^. 
M n   fff ^ practiced with his brothers in the firm of the 
McDonald Brothers, based in Louisville (1876-1896).  The firm 
designed numerous courthouses and jails throughout the south- 

the 1899  Rossmore addition during a period when he was prac- 
ticing independently.  The McDonald Brothers firm was possibly 
responsible for the original portion of the building.  The 

Schoorp/''''f"^^^'/°"'' '" ^^ important work utilizing Chicago 
School elements and apartment design in Kenneth McDonald's 
development. 

Kenneth McDonald continued to practice in Louisville until his 

from'SoS'l90%'''H-  '^ '^' '  P-tnership with John E. Sheblessey 
from 1900-1905.  He was a partner with prominent Louisville 
architect, William J. Dodd between 1906 and 1913.  The firm of 
McDonald and Dodd was responsible for some of the most important 
downtown Louisville buildings during this period (Source: 
Hedgepeth thesis). 
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•   was^tstr:et:dl:riiLrr^; ''^ """rr ^'^"^-^-^ "•- 
began constroction shortly  after «;  " •       "^ r^"''    """'^ 
Ross  sold the structure in  ^^'"^^'^^""^"g  ^he site in 1893. 
Theophilus  Conrad      r^    A ^ wealthy Louisvillian. 
and real estate The ^r T ^"•^^^' ^" *^^ '^"°i"S industry 
1905. and sold by ^JlTlTll ToM'T '?.^^-"'^'^ ^eirs In' 
Company.     Consolidated s^olftL^ L\nTin  mfto'r'r 
h^^r:-hoJ:i!-T^^°s^t'ctu^\" "^^ ^r-^"^-^^-"-"-"-e 
in 1963   (Source:   "«:rsonrnry\-t- oL^dloo^T.^•-- 

'• S^'Thl^Ev^nLrpLT'^'i•.^  No original  plans  are  known to 

the  iSr^     f °?^ "'^  occupied by a storeroom,   186X25 feet    On 

5. Alterations   and  additionq-      Th^  i «Q/. 

(source:  ^effersorc^nty'Ke^nttkrB^d^:^^"1'"^ T 1'\"°" 
structure  (c.l903,  McDonald and sLblessey ci^aloJ^hn" "^      , entry and the structure n•, h.       "^''-^essey Catalog) shows  a  central 
been the north hall of %^! •"  f•'''''^ ''^" "'^i'^'' •"" have 
disunity or inconsistLcles°r'?r /'"r'""-     ^^'^ ^'  • ^-"-1 

:^^.^^'Li ^Sif 5?  -•  -!a:^J^en---Led 
servant-s r^L^rLa n^d': 'thT^ear^L^d^'t^^''  ''^^ '''''''•     '''^ One large central  liPht/air;,eTl J storage on the  fifth  floor. 

the    kifchen/bath arts'on  t^t eas't a^rwrf'"  °°'^ "''''''''  '° 
the 1899 addition     (Source.   N!^I^ ''''''''  incorporated  In 
The later ndHit ^Source:   National Register  nomination). 

fLaL       .l1tos-1970sT:nd\bf '^"""""^  ^''^'^^^^ ^°  ''^'^ ""'  "°- 
the removal  of  interior  archlLcr^r?""""  ^" '^^ "°°^ P^^"- and 
use as  a transient\^      / c^^i^l f.^f.g^^^f^  -^-^  f"» ^he structure's 
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B.    Historical Context: 

The Rossmore Apartment House took its name from the original owner 
Alonzo Ross. Ross, a grocer, located his store on the first floor 
of the Rossmore until 1904.  The subsequent owner was Theophilus 
indust  ^ '^'"^'^^'^^'^^  Louisvillian, who made a fortune in the tanning 

The construction of the Rossmore Apartment House was part of the 
expansxon of downtown Louisville south along Fourth Avenue  This 
movement occured between the late 1890s to the late 1920s. It 
culminated in the construction of the Brown Hotel (1926) and the 
Martin E. Brown Office Building (1928) at either corner of Fourth 
and Broadway, 

The Rossmore was built for well-to-do persons who had had larger homes 
and servants. 

FART II. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION 

A.     General Statement: 

1.    Architectural character: The Rossmore Apartment House is an 
excellent local example of the Chicago School Style.  The 
simplicity of line and detail, the hard-edged brick arches 
which articulate the fenestration and create a rhythmic 
pattern in the facade and the rows of bay windows on the south 
side are all typical elements of the style. 

2. Condition of fabric: The exterior  is in fairly good 
condition. ° 

B.     Description of Exterior: 

1. 

2, 

3. 

Overall dimensions: Fifty feet by one-hundred and eighty feet 
The structure has five bays across the facade which is five 
stories in height. 

Foundation; The basement consist of twelve inch stone blocks 
m good condition. 

Walls: This structure has a red brown-brick covering the exposed 
exterior walls. A rusticated brick forms the lintels, and coursing 
on the first and second stories. A stone entablature with egg 
and dart mold articulates the first and second stories. A 
stone bandcourse is between the second and third and the fourth 
and fifth stories.  Pilasters articulate the windows of the third 
and fourth floors and have round arches springing from the capitals 
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fourteen ±nch"ood girders are in'thn     '"'"""^ ""'^  '•  "^ 
bearing walls.     The^fw" a^nd roof rLlnT^re ^^ 'Sr^" 
bay wxndows  are supported by steel. '^^'^ 

5.     Openings: 

a. Doors and doorway:     The original entry doors  are no 

b. windows:   The wxndows are  double-hung,  one-over-one sash 

a^ h"topr' s:e'wind°""'-"r^ °' '""^ '^^^'^ '^-^ -"'^- <:ti-ca  tops.     Ihe windows  on  the  south'   side  are  set in 
projecting bays. 

6.    Roof: 

a.  Shape, covering: The structure has a hip roof with a 
txn covering of approximately a 4:12 slope. The roof 
leaks causing interior damage to the upper floors! 

^'  w^thT' "TV  ^^^  structure has an extended cornice 
with a paneled soffit and a dentil-like trim^in the 
fascia and below the soffit. 

Description of Interior: 

1.     Floor plans: 

2. 

the structure  (see sketch). ^       °* 

'•       clo's^ts'^n'^h: ?°T  '°"''^' °'  ' ^"^^^  °' -°- ""h 

i::d•:!^=xS\^srthrougrth^ rs^ \T -"T-''-- ^° -^ 
•lth^ten-and-one-ha^.lnch^\r^L--5.ft°^^::y\rat^ 
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3. Flooring:  The lobby has white marble  tile.     The first  floor 
commercial spaces have hexagonal  ceramic tile.     The corridors 
of  the second through fifth floors have hexagonal  tile.     The 
basement   floor  is part brick and part  concrete. 

4. Wall and  Ceiling finish:     The structure has  plastered walls 
and ceilings.     The  first floor  ceiling has  decorative molded 
plasterwork.    The corridors  of   the second through fifth  floors 
have a wainscot of wallpaper with a decorative pattern of 
relief.     Some of   the bathrooms have ceramic  tiles. 

5. Doorways  and Doors:  Doors  to   the  former suites have  transoms 
to  the  ceiling and decorative wood  trim. 

6. Decorative features:   Four large mirrors   (approximately five by 
five feet)   remain in each front room of   the upper floors.     These 
are set in heavy wood frame with decorative  treatment  in  the 
Ionic order. 

7. Heating:     The structure has a steam heat system which was 
originally coal-fired and later converted to  gas. 

D. Site: 

1.  The structure faces almost due east.  It fills the entire 
lot except for approximately 12 feet at the rear.  The side- 
walk abuts the facade and there is no landscaping.  The 
structure has an alley to the south. The rest of the block- 
face consists of structures of a similar scale and a vacant 
lot.  The structures at either end of the block ( one directly 
south of the Rossmore) are of a much larger scale.  The 
structure originally faced a street which has been turned into 
a pedestrian mall with miscellaneous benches and small trees 

Prepared by: 
Marty Hedgepeth 
Director of Research 
Historic Landmarks and Preservation 
Districts Commission 
April 1983 
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PART III SOURCES OF INFORMATION 

A. Early Views: 1899 facade, Kenneth McDonald and J F 
Sheblessey: Architects. Louisville: D. B. Foster 
nd (c  1903). (Filson Club, Louisville, Kentucky, 
only known copy), ^ ' 

U.    Bibliography: 

1.  Primary and unpublished sources: 

C. K. Caron Directory of Louisville: Louisville- 
C. K. Caron, 1892-1930. 

Jefferson County Kentucky Deed Book 410, p.31 (1893- 
Book 564, p.278 (1901); Book 619, p. 560 (1905- 
Book 940, p. 41 (1919); Book 1028. p. 449 (1921)• 
(Jefferson County Court House, 517 W. Jefferson ' 
Louisville, Kentucky). ' 

2.  Secondary and published sour ces: 

Hedgepeth,  Marty Poynter,   "The  Victorian  to  the  Beaux-Arts- 
A Study of Four  Louisville Architectural Firms,   The 
^nnTn     ^^f hers,Dodd and  Cobb,  McDonald  and Sheblessey 
and McDonald  and Dodd,"    Masters   thesis,   University  of 
Louisville,   1981. ^ 

"Rossmore," Louisville Evening Post 10 December  1894,   p.5. 

"Rossmore Apartment House," National  Register of Historic 
Places Nomination form,   Listed  14 November   1978. 

FART IV PROJECT INFORMATION 

TTiis  project was sponsored by the City of  Louisville.     The historical 

Re•:rof°?hrH-^r''^f ^l ^"^ ^°^^^^ ^^^^^P-^-   Director  of ^^' 
ssion      T^f .f Landmarks  and Preservation Districts Commi- 
ssion.     I^ie measured drawings and structural information were pr^ared 
by  Lane Stumpier of Ward  and Taylor Architects,   Louisville! Kentucky 

Slut^tTSo^^LrcL^::?.^^ ^-^" ^^^^^^-'  P-togra;her,   Lo^llville 
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ADDENDUM TO HABS NO.KY-150 
ROSSMORE APARTMENT HOUSE {Commercial Building) 
(Berkeley Hotel) 
664 South Fourth :Avenue. 
Louisville 
Jefferson County 
Kentucky 

Jimmie Wallace, Photographer, July 13,1983 

KY-150-5 Wall along alley way 

KY-150-6 Rear view (west rear) 

KY-150-7 Second floor front room 

KY-150-8 Second floor hall liailvay. 

KY-150-9 Second floor doorway 

KY-150-10 Column detail 


